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The Dark Side of Love


By Mr. Lyle  (mrlyle1@gmail.com


The Book Of Habakkuk

   Scripture describes the love of God as perfect and complete.  His chosen people, Israel, defied Him repeatedly, deliberately refusing to bow their stiff necks in reverence and respect for what He had accomplished on their behalf.  God was ultimately patient with them in their repeated refusals to honor Him, and as a result, we can see from the Biblical account, the character of God in action.  His merciful, kind and longsuffering nature did not destroy Israel even when they probably deserved such treatment.  The honest individual will admit that their own behavior is, at times, just as abhorrent to God, and is deserving of judgment.  We owe our lives to the fact that He is slow to anger.  However, a line does exist over which a child of God should not cross.  Where that line is technically, only God knows.  The patience of God does have a limit, and we would do well not to test that limit.  The prophet Habakkuk explored a concept we will call “the dark side of love”.
   God had chosen Israel as His people and His covenant with Abraham would not be ignored or vacated by Him.  But they were sinning greatly and sin left unattended will ultimately lead to death.  In His sovereignty, God chose to salvage His people with love—the dark side of love.  No parent enjoys punishing a child, and neither does God find pleasure in disciplining His children.  The necessary reprimand is meant to admonish and correct a bad behavior. 
   Habakkuk was a curious prophet, a man of many questions.  His inquiries are relevant even today, and worthy of a closer look.  He understood God’s relationship with Israel, but as many today in our world wonder, how can God permit sin to continue and not be dealt with?  It seemed then, as it does now, that the ungodly go along in life unchecked, able to do as they please, and the righteous suffer at their hands.  God’s solution to the uncaring, wandering hearts of His people was a nation called Babylon.  Habakkuk was informed that the Chaldeans would become a world power, the greatest the world would ever know, and they would be His tool of judgment upon His people.  The prophet then points to the fact that the Babylonians were a ruthless horde.  It seemed unconscionable that Jehovah God would raise up a godless nation to judge His own people.  But God reminded him that Babylon, too, will be judged for her sins, eventually.  
   The book of Habakkuk, though short, is quoted by the great theological books of the New Testament.  Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews refer to passages found there as proof texts, to support the challenges Paul put forth to the Jews and Gentiles that Jesus was the Christ, and that the ultimate plan of God was the salvation of all men.  Habakkuk, by the direction of the Holy Spirit, records an amazing claim in chapter two, verse five.  The just shall live by his faith.  Our salvation is not found in our observance of rules or regulations.  It is to be found in a child-like faith in Jesus Christ, and a belief in what He did on the cross many years ago.






Keeping Your Room Clean This Summer




By Mr. Lyle (mrlyle1@gmail.com)


[image: ]How to set your cat to Daylight Savings Time
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Rotate the cat 12.5 degrees counterclockwise.
Stuff Your Daddy Never Taught You
Fun Fact of the Week
   The Houston Airport received many complaints about baggage wait times.  In response, they moved the baggage claim areas further away so that the walk was much longer than the wait.  
   The number of complaints dropped dramatically.  
Diputseromneve

The word Diputseromneve may look ridiculous, but backwards it’s even more stupid!

   A few helpful hints to facilitate your efforts to keep your room clean during the summer:
1.  Remember Vern’s Theorem:  E=TP2  (Every one likes an extra role of toilet paper).
2.  If you can’t remember the formula, have 2 parts water—1 part Spic-n-Span tattooed on your forearm.
3.  Use WD 40 instead of Formula 409 because “them big numbers is scary!”
4.Percussive Maintenance:
to whack the snickers out of an electronic device to get it to work again.
5.  If, when counting to 5, for some unknown reason, you often venture into double digits, maybe you should consider getting someone to help you with your cleaning chores.  
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The Too Dimensional Life of Bob the Square

= ]

Aamo~rd Thet ta & co\o-\>

of ‘\'\)Ouscmo\5, YYIO"‘)"@

Cond '&\no\ "“\c;r own
Yovs |

I'm Com'\no) Bd&‘





image1.emf









